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November 1, 2006

>>>>>>For Immediate Release>>>>>

Canandaigua Fire Rescue is pleased to announce the activation of our Confined Space Rescue Team.  Though doing a risk assessment of confined spaces in our area manufacturing, agricultural and municipal facilities, it was determined that a need to enhance our confined space capabilities existed.  With the assistance of a Federal Fire Act grant, and local business sponsors such as Constellation Brands, North Main Lumber and Townline Truck and Trailer, we were able to secure funding, equipment, and training for the project.  

Canandaigua's Confined Space Rescue Team is in full compliance with OSHA regulation 1910.146 for confined space entry.  The Team consists of 18 members trained in all aspects of confined space rescue.  This includes training in Incident Command, Safety, Operations, Air Monitoring and Ventilation, Entry, Rigging, Patient Packaging, Air Supply and Communications.  The Team uses forced air ventilation, gas detectors, rope rigging hardware and software, supplied air and hard-line communications for a maximum entry 300 feet, the OSHA limit.  In addition to this equipment, we also have placed into service on Engines 211 and 212 air bags and rescue struts that in addition to their uses in confined spaces, may also be used in vehicle extrication.

When Canandaigua Fire Rescue is dispatched to a potential confined space rescue, the on duty crew will respond to the scene and assess the situation while recalled firefighters will respond with our Technical Rescue Trailer.  In addition to our first priority of serving the City and Town of Canandaigua, we are also available as mutual aid to respond to confined space incidents throughout the region.  The next closest fully operational confined space rescue team is the City of Rochester Fire Department making us a valuable asset for our neighboring communities.  

Confined spaces are some of the most hazardous environments to work in with up to 60% of all deaths in them being would-be rescuers.  Through regular training and access to confined spaces throughout our community as required by OSHA, our Confined Space Rescue Team will be able to stay up to date on all aspects of confined space rescue and mitigate the risks associated with these spaces.

