
Next Meeting: Christmas Party & Meeting  at the 
West Brighton Fire Department Station #2 

                 West Henrietta Road on December 5th, 1930 

Safety Links 
www.fdsoa.com 
www.firefighterclosecalls.c
om 
www.vententersearch.com 
www.respondersafety.com 
 
Www.firefightercancersup
ort.org 

September Meeting Minutes: 
An excellent demonstration was presented, by 
three RG&E Employees, whom were a Line-
man, Substation repair and a Supervisor.  
They presented many Dangers of dealing in 
and around Electrical Wires and equipment.  
A modified meeting was held, after the dem-
onstration.  The following reports.  President 
Austin reported on the Upcoming Seminar, 
He also touched on possible Elevator Train-
ing in January. President Austin, is also ask-
ing for any SOP”s regarding Elevator Re-
sponse and removal of Victims.   Sick Com-
mittee, Dave Cole dealing with back prob-
lems.  Mike Mooney has shirts.   
Wayne County Safety Officers: Glen re-
ported on requirements of Fire Ground Safety 
Officer, as well as the In-service training that 
will be given at the Fire training Facility in 
Lyons. 
County Chiefs:  The Equipment Show was a 
success, they had a good showing, and the 
food was very good. 
Fire Advisory Board: At the last meeting, 
the 5 year VOULENTEER longevity plan 
was discussed.  Suggestions were made to 
have Manpower Squads developed between 
neighboring departments, to help alleviate the 
shortage of firefighters.    
Haz-Mat Team:  Several Level Zeros, Also a 
Post Office walk through in regards to An-
thrax response. 
EMS –Coordinators:  Rehab of Firefighters 
medical response. Note Kodak and Xerox use 
a criteria. 

Department Round table: 
Churchville: House fire started by a vacuum 
cleaner. Chili Staged, Rehab. 
Ontario:  Mike Mooney, reported that they 
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had an incident, involving a tow truck pulling a 
vehicle out of a ditch,  In the process, the cable  
slipped, and Vehicle parts flew off the vehicle, 
while being winched. 
Penfield:  While operating at an MVA, Fire Po-
lice had the road closed off, when a driver Ran 
the road block.  Monroe County Sheriffs subse-
quently Arrested the Driver. 
 

October Seminar: 
An other Successful seminar was presented.  The 
morning session, were representatives from CSX 
Railroad, and the afternoon, Brad Pinski Esq. 
spoke on live fire training and legal issues. 
 
Departments in attendance 12 
Numbers in attendance 29 
 
 

EDITORS NOTE:   
 
New York State is still leading the Nation in 
firefighter deaths.  We need to continue to watch 
out for ourselves, in areas like Cardio vascular 
problems, Cancer related issues, Incident Scene 
related Deaths, Vehicle Response to incidents 
etc. 
Our number one job is to take care of ourselves   
And the firefighters in our respective Depart-
ments. This is through Standard Operating Pro-
cedures as well as other departmental policies 
regarding Safety and Response. 

 
Dave Fairley  
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Kansas Firefighter Electrocuted 
at Grass Fire 
TIM POTTER and STAN FINGER 
The Wichita Eagle (Kansas) 

 
Editor's Note: The U.S. Fire Administration 
has identified the firefighter as Lt. Bryon 
Wayne Johnson. 

Sep. 25--Firefighter dies on job 
An accident that claimed a Sedgwick County firefighter's life Monday 
afternoon south of Haysville began as a series of seemingly mundane 
problems. 
A tractor-trailer rig passed detour signs and ended up on a stretch of 
South Broadway where it wasn't supposed to be, sheriff's Lt. George 
Mason said. The truck had to turn around because a bridge on South 
Broadway near 95th Street was closed for construction. According to a 
witness, the rig struck a utility pole, causing a live wire to fall and ignite a 
grass fire near houses. 
The situation turned fatal when a Sedgwick County firefighter battling 
the wind-whipped flames came into contact with the wire at about 2:15 
p.m. and was severely shocked, Mason said. 
Sedgwick County fire Division Chief Carl Cox noted how it started out 
as a "relatively routine incident." 
"Sometimes those are the worst," Cox said Monday evening as he stood 
outside Station 34, on the west side of Haysville, where the firefighter 
was based. 
The firefighter, in his 30s, was taken by air ambulance in critical condi-
tion to Via Christi Regional Medical announced that the firefighter had 
died. 
Sedgwick County officials expected to release the firefighter's name 
today. 
"He gave the ultimate sacrifice to the citizens of Sedgwick County, doing 
what he loved to do," said Cox, who had known the firefighter since he 
was a rookie. 
The firefighter "went down immediately" after coming into contact with 
the wire just north of Broadway and 95th South, Mason said. He had 
responded to the fire with other crew members. The last Sedgwick 
County firefighter to die in the line of duty was Todd Colton, said Dep-
uty Fire Chief Rick Brazill. Colton died of heat exhaustion while fighting 
a 75-acre brush and grass fire near Mulvane in September 1990. 

 

 

Investigators said they were treating Monday's incident as a possible 
hit-and-run accident. According to at least one witness, the truck 
turned back north and drove off after striking the pole, Mason said. 
Witnesses reported seeing a woman driving the truck. 

Construction crews working on the bridge on Broadway near 95th 
saw the accident and called 911. 

Sedgwick County authorities relayed descriptions of the truck and 
driver to the Kansas Highway Patrol and Sumner County authorities. 

Based on witness descriptions, authorities contacted a local trucking 
company, which reached a female driver who admitted she had been in 
the area of the accident and had turned around, Mason said. 

After driving roughly 80 miles south from the accident scene into 
Oklahoma, she drove back to Sedgwick County for questioning Mon-
day night, Mason said. 

He said she had not been arrested. 

"This is an accident," Mason said. 

Mason said he didn't know if the driver realized the truck had hit the 
pole. 
Because of the bridge work, the part of South Broadway where the 
accident occurred has been closed to all but local traffic. The stretch is 
marked with large detour signs at 79th and 87th streets, north of the 
accident scene, Mason said. 
Mike Smith, who lives in the area, said truck drivers have been ignoring 
the "No Through Traffic" signs and driving onto the closed bridge. 
Realizing they can't get past, he said, they turn around -- and several 
have hit a power pole in the process. 
"It's really a problem," he said.  The last Sedgwick County firefighter to 
die in the line of duty was Todd Colton, said Deputy Fire Chief Rick 
Brazill. Colton died of heat exhaustion while fighting a 75-acre brush 
and grass fire near Mulvane in September 1990. 
Investigators said they were treating Monday's incident as a possible 
hit-and-run accident. According to at least one witness, the truck 
turned back north and drove off after striking the pole, Mason said.  
Mike Smith, who lives in the area, said truck drivers have been ignoring 
the "No Through Traffic" signs and driving onto the closed bridge. 
Realizing they can't get past, he said, they turn around -- and several 
have hit a power pole in the process. 

"It's really a problem," he said. 

Contributing: Deb Gruver of The Eagle 

 

Firefighters Nearly Electro-
cuted at Pa. House Fire 
Lancaster County firefighters operated at a 2 alarm dwelling fire on 
Tuesday, February 25th in East Hempfield Township, approximately 10 
miles west of Lancaster City. 

The fire almost turned tragic when a live electrical service feed line 
burned off the side of the home and became entangled in a firefighter. 

Units were dispatched shortly after 9:30 AM to the single family dwell-
ing just blocks from Hempfield High School. Numerous calls to the 
Lancaster County dispatchers from both neighbors and school person-
nel alerted them to the alarm. 



 

Continued from Page 2 

First arriving police officers confirmed that a working fire existed and 
that the dwelling was clear. 

Hempfield Fire Department Deputy Chief Adam Soders arrived on the 
first engine company, assumed Command, and upgraded to a second 
alarm response. Fire already had heavy possession of the attic and was 
spreading. 

The initial truck crews from Fire Department Mount Joy (FDMJ) did an 
interior search and confirmed the heavy fire above the ceiling and 
smoke throughout the structure. 
While crews were advancing a 2.5" hoseline on the front lawn, one of 
the firefighters inadvertently walked near the path of the fallen electric 
utility service drop line. The charged 220 volt line became lodged be-
tween his SCBA cylinder and turnout coat, as he maneuvered the 
hoseline on the front lawn. 

Eventually it was pulled down from a tree branch, and the exposed 
broken ends began arcing on the snow, just feet from the firefighters 
gathered for the attack. Luckily, nobody was injured and the area was 
cordoned off. 
By this time fire had burned and collapsed a significant portion of the 
roof, and Command changed the attack to a defensive mode. Lancaster 
Counties newly developed evacuation tone was sounded by County 
Communications as all crews exited the building. 

An exterior aerial attack from FDMJ Truck 7-5 put a knock on the fire 
and crews returned inside for extensive salvage and overhaul. 

The fire is currently under investigation but is not considered suspi-
cious. The area still had almost 2 feet of snow on the ground from a 
previous storm and that significantly slowed personnel working on the 
fireground. 
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The Officers of the 
Monroe County Fire Department 

Safety Officer’s Association 
would like to wish everyone a 
Happy Holiday Season and a 

SAFE and prosperous New Year! 



MCAFDSO  Dec. 2007 President’s Corner: 

Over the last few months I’ve received inquiries 
on a number of topics.  Interestingly enough, Fire 
Engineering “Round Tables” have covered some 
of these topics and I thought presenting a 
“Readers Digest” version may spark an idea for a 
drill or open discussion at your next department 
meeting: 

“All Mask All the Time” 

One question concerned SOG’s on the presence 
of Hydrogen Cyanide during an incident.  My re-
search did not yield answering the inquiry regard-
ing the availability of an HCN detector, but did 
result in reference to an SOG from the city of 
Toledo, Ohio:  In Toledo, they have changed their 
SCBA policy due to new findings concerning 
smoke by-products - specifically Hydrogen Cya-
nide and Free Radicals. These chemicals are pre-
sent hours after the visible smoke is gone. Due to 
these findings, they instituted a policy that states 
that all members must wear their SCBA "in ser-
vice" anytime they are in a building that has had a 
fire, including during overhaul. They call it - "All 
Mask All the Time".  Even when they go back to 
check for hot spots an hour after leaving the 
scene, they wear their SCBA's and are on air the 
full time within the structure.  
Does your department do anything similar to this 
and when do YOU think it is a proper time to 
stop wearing a SCBA? 

 

Emerging Number of Group Homes: 

Page 4 MCAFDSO Newsletter  Volume 1, Issue 6 

 
Within Monroe and its’ surrounding counties there 
is an ever increasing number of group homes.  The 
individuals living in these facilities have a very broad 
range of disabilities which can pose challenges to our 
firefighters when working with and around them dur-
ing an emergency.   The Baltimore County fire De-
partment has developed a DVD that may be of assis-
tance. 

The 26 minute training DVD "Working With People 
With Disabilities - A Guide For Responders"  was 
produced in cooperation with the Baltimore County 
Commission on Disabilities, and designed to help 
personnel from emergency medical services, fire, po-
lice, and others work effectively and compassionately 
with persons with disabilities. 

The DVD is available at no charge for training pur-
poses. Contact Fire Director James M. Korn at 
jkorn@baltimorecountymd.gov to obtain a free copy 
or hardcopy mail to: 
James M. Korn, Deputy Director 
Baltimore County Office of Homeland Security 
and Emergency Management 
700 East Joppa Road 
Towson, MD 21286-5500 
Office: 410-887-4860 
Cell: 443-807-2075 
410-259-3253 

Traffic Safety at MVA’s 

With the days getting longer and the nights darker, 
our training topic for the December meeting is more 
than appropriate for our Fire Police and Firefighters 
safety. We’ve had the presentation a few years back 
and felt it was time for an update on new proce-
dures, newest in PPE, and  any new “Rules of the 
Road”. 

I look forward to seeing all of you at West Brighton. 

From the Executive Board and my self, we wish you 
and your family an enjoyable and safe Thanksgiving. 

Stan 

http://www.pennwellblogs.com/fireengineering/2007/10/all-mask-all-time.php�


2007 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / 2008 MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 

FEE — $30.00 per year per ORGANIZATION payable to the MCAFDSO - please PRINT 

FIRE DEPT NAME   

CHIEF’S NAME & ADDRESS 

 

SAFETY OFFICER(S) NAMES, ADDRESS(S), PHONE NUMBERS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RETURN DUES & SHIRT ORDERS TO: 

Dave Fairley, 37 Village Trail, Spencerport, NY 14552 
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MCAFDSO SHIRT ORDER FORM      all SHIRT orders MUST include prepayment to MCAFDSO 

 

CHOICES: 

• Tee Shirts come in BLUE with GREEN print or GRAY with BLACK Print 

• Tee Shirts printed either FRONT only or FRONT & BACK        Tee Shirt Cost is $9.00 each 

• Golf Shirts come in WHITE with embroidered front only Golf Shirt cost is $22.00 each 

~ Shirt will be available at he following meeting after placing an order ~ 

Name / Fire Dept 

Address 

City/State/Zip      Phone 

 

Tee Shirt # Shirts  Size  Color:     BLUE/GREEN    GRAY/BLACK 

  Printing: Front Only  Front & Back 

Golf Shirt # Shirts  Size     TOTAL $ 



Monroe County Association of Fire 
Department Safety Officers 

37 Village Trail   
Spencerport, NY 14559 

Phone: 585-352-0010 
E-mail: MCFDSOA@Yahoo.com 

Firefighter Safety through Education 
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